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Description 

This invention relates generally to data processing display apparatus and method and, in particular, relates to a 
scrollbar associated with a display window that provides a view into a presentation space. 

5 As depicted in Figs. 1 and 2, showing a prior art system, a presentation system employs a window 2 in order to 

provide a rectangular view of all, or a portion of all, of an application presentation space 1 . When displayed on a physical 
screen 3 the window 2 may be provided with an identifying title block 4, it being realized that some arbitrarily large 
number of windows may be simultaneously displayed to a user. In order to be effectively employed the window 2 must 
be capable of being moved, or scrolled, In a vertical and/or a horizontal direction within the presentation space 2. A 

10 scrollbar 5 is a well known structure used to visualize the movement of the window 2 over the presentation space 1 . 
An example of a system that employs scrollbars in this manner is the OS/2 Presentation Manager (OS/2 is a registered 
trademark of the International Business Machines Corporation and Presentation Manager is a trademark of the Inter- 
national Business Machines Corporation). 

The scrollbar 5 is often used in conjunction with a pointing device, such as a mouse or a trackball. When the 

15 window 2 is too small in either the horizontal or vertical dimension, relative to the dimensions of the presentation space 
1 , the scrollbar 5 is presented to the user. The vertically disposed scrollbar 5 of Fig. 2 can be seen to contain a slider 
6 which is moved with the pointing device In the directions Indicated by the direction indicator blocks 7 and 8. As the 
slider 6 is moved by the user in the desired direction the relative position of the window 2 on the presentation space 
1 is moved accordingly. This provides a rapid and efficient method for the user to vertically and/or horizontally scroll 

20 the window 2 through the presentation space 1 . Many applications that present Information on a display utilize this 
technique to good advantage. Examples of applications using scrollbars are text editors, spread sheets and graphics 
applications. 

The only location information provided by the conventional scrollbar 5 is the relative distance of the window 2 from 
the edge (top and bottom or left and right) of the presentation space 1. A problem occurs when the window 2 only 

25 covers a relatively small area of the presentation space 1 and the user wishes to scroll to specific Information within 
the presentation space 1 . This is a common problem which pre-dates the use of modern window systems. For example, 
by using a word processor a user can edit a very large text file. To locate a specific location within the file the user can 
Inefficiently read through the file, scrolling as necessary. A more efficient technique is for the user to issue a "search" 
command to automatically search for an occurrence or occurrences of "relatively unique" information. However, If 

30 relatively unique information does not exist In the appropriate form or is unknown to the user this latter technique cannot 
be effectively used. Other methods have also been developed for locating information. For example, if the user deter- 
mines that locating a specific item of information in the future may be important he may place a "bookmark" at the 
corresponding location within the file. The bookmark is a program=provlded feature employed to subsequently locate 
the desired information. 

35 The following chronologically ordered U.S. Patents all teach display-related subject matter. In U.S. Patent 

4,247,843, Issued January 27, 1981, Miller et al. disclose In an avionics application a CRT display that displays an 
array of major cells and a map memory having map words corresponding to the cells. In U.S. Patent 4,716,404, issued 
December 29, 1 987, Tabata et al. disclose an Image retrieval method that includes a step of specifying a sub-image 
associated with a stored image, the stored image having stored reference data associated therewith. In U.S. Patent 

40 4,734,689, issued March 29, 1 988, Kurakake discloses display apparatus that enables a screen to scroll while a cursor 
Is maintained in a readily visible position. In U.S. Patent 4,772,882, issued September 20, 1988 Mical discloses menu 
Item selection performed with a mouse. In U.S. Patent 4,780,709, issued October 25, 1 988, Randall discloses a display 
management system that is said to allow data to be read from window buffers directly onto a visual display without first 
compiling a bit map frame buffer. In U.S. Patent 4,782,397, issued November 1, 1988, KImoto discloses image data 

45 processing apparatus that includes an edit function. 

And, In U.S. Patent No.4,786,897, Issued November 22, 1988, Takanashi et al. disclose a "jumpscroll-lcon" used 
to change a displayed portion of a logical screen. 

In a Research Disclosure, dated January 1989, there is disclosed anonymously a visual scaling technique that 
has a "visual scale" displayed adjacent to a scrollbar. The visual scale is said to provide quantitative point of reference 

50 Information for end users. This disclosure also states that the visual scaling technique can be used with other forms 
of scrolling mechanisms or as a scrolling technique "in its own right", that is, apparently without a scrollbar 

From the Conference Procedings USENIX WINTER CONFERENCE February 9-12, 1988, Dallas ,US, pages 9 - 
21 an object-oriented system design is known which provides a foundation on which a large number of diverse user- 
Interface applications can be developed. With the toolkit the programmer can piece together components such as text, 

55 buttons, and scroll bars, to form more complex components. 

However none of these references teach, and It Is thus an object of the Invention to provide, presentation space- 
related location Indicia within a scrollbar; the Indicia being generated by a data processing system and/or by a user of 
the system. 
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It is a further object of the invention to provide an innproved scrollbar and nnethod of using sanne that has enhanced 
utility and enhanced hunnan factors characteristics relative to conventional scrollbars. 

It is another object of the invention to provide presentation space-related location infornnation within a scrollbar 
having greater efficiency for the case where the presentation space is significantly larger than a window size. 
5 It is another object of the invention to provide presentation space-related location information within a scrollbar, 

the location information being dynamically changeable as a function of a physical size of the scrollbar, the relative area 
of the window to the presentation space and an amount of location information. 

It is a still further object of the invention to provide presentation space-related location information within a scrollbar, 
the location information having the form of, by example, characters, symbols, graphics, color and/or audio cues. 

10 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



The foregoing problems are overcome and the objects of the invention are realized in advantageous manner ba- 
sically by the features laid down in independent claims 1 and 5. A novel technique of aiding a user in positioning a 

15 window over a desired portion of a large presentation space is provided. It is intended that this invention be employed 
as an optional tool at the disposal of users, in the same manner that scrollbars are also an optional tool. 

In accordance with the invention context sensitive visual indicia or information is located within the bounds of a 
scrollbar. This information can take any form applicable to the application and the capabilities of the data processing 
system. The information aids the user in locating a desired portion of a presentation space and is referred to herein 

20 as "location information". The location information indicates to the user where to position the scrollbar slider within the 
scrollbar in order to achieve the desired positioning within the presentation space. 

In greater detail the invention pertains to method and apparatus for indicating to a user of a data processing system 
having a display a location or locations of information within a presentation space. A first step provides on the display 
a view window for providing a view into a first region of a larger presentation space. A second step displays on the 

25 display at least one scrollbar having a moveable indicator for indicating a position of the view window within the pres- 
entation space. A third step displays within the scrollbar at least one indicia for indicating a relative location of a feature 
of interest within the presentation space. The indicia may take the form of alphanumeric characters, symbols, colors, 
graphical images, audio information and combinations thereof. In response to a user positioning the moveable indicator 
to a position associated with the at least one indicia a fourth step re-positions the view window to provide a view of a 

30 second region of the presentation space, the second region including the feature of interest. Vertical and/or horizontal 
scrollbars may each contain appropriate location information. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 



35 The above set forth and other features of the invention are made more apparent in the ensuing detailed description 

of the invention when read in conjunction with the attached drawing, wherein: 



Fig. 1 illustrates a presentation space having a window positioned therein, known from prior art; 

40 Fig. 2 illustrates the window positioned upon a physical display screen, the window having, by example, a vertical 
scrollbar associated therewith, known from prior art; 

Fig. 3 illustrates a window having, by example, both horizontal and vertical scrollbars associated therewith, each 
of the scrollbars containing, in accordance with the invention, presentation space-related location information; 

45 

Fig. 4 illustrates one embodiment of a scrollbar having graphical indicia indicative of logical nesting levels of com- 
puter program instructions; 

Fig. 5 illustrates another embodiment of a scrollbar having system or user generated textual information illustrating 
50 the relative locations of chapters of a document and also having a user generated "book mark" positioned 

within one of the chapters; 

Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a data processing system suitable for practicing the invention; 

55 Fig. 7 depicts a logical relationship of scrollbar creation and maintenance with user interaction with the scrollbar; and 

Fig. 8 illustrates in detail a memory organization and interaction of various elements of the invention. 
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Referring first to Fig. 6 there is sliown in block diagram form one embodiment of a data processing system 20 
suitable for practicing the invention. System 20 includes a data processor 22 having a memory 24 bidirectionally coupled 
thereto. The memory 24 includes program and data memory, including storage for programs that implement the teach- 
ing of the invention. Also stored within memory 24 is, in accordance with the invention, location information 24a for 

5 display within a scrollbar and also storage 24b for a presentation space that is displayed upon a display device 26. 
Also coupled to data processor 22 is a user data entry device, typically a keyboard 28, whereby the user interacts with 
the system 20. Although not essential to the practice of the invention the system 20 also preferably includes a pointing 
device 30, such as a mouse or a trackball, for positioning a window within the presentation space. If the pointing device 
30 is not provided the user may use predefined keys of the keyboard 28 to position the window within the presentation 

10 space. By example, the system 20 may be embodied in an IBM PS/2 computer (IBM and PS/2 are both registered 
trademarks of the International Business Machines Corporation). 

Referring now to Fig. 3 there is shown a window 2 having a title block 4 and, in accordance with the invention, a 
first, vertical scrollbar 5 provided with location information. In this embodiment the location information has the form of 
characters 1 3. Further in accordance with this embodiment of the invention the window 2 also has a second, horizontal 

15 scrollbar 9 which has a horizontal slider 10 and direction indicators 11 and 12. The location information within the 
horizontal scrollbar 9 has the form of symbols, in this case Roman numeral symbols 14 and a special symbol 15 which, 
in accordance with an aspect of the invention, indicates the location within the presentation space of audio information, 
such as voice prompt or cue. 

In accordance with the invention the user of the system is enabled, via the location information within the scrollbars 

20 5 and 9, to rapidly position the horizontal slider 1 0 and/or the vertical slider 6 to move the window 2 to within a desired 
region of the larger presentation space 1 . 

Referring to Fig. 4 there is shown another embodiment of a vertical scrollbar 5 having location information in the 
form of linear graphical symbols 1 6 and 1 7. The embodiment of Fig. 4 is especially useful for locating information within 
a structured text file, such as an outline or a computer program written with nested programming routines, subroutines 

25 and instructions. That is, the graphical symbols 16 may represent major program subdivisions while the graphical 
symbols 17a represent subdivisions within the first major division. Other, further indented symbols 17b and 17c rep- 
resent further subdivisions. The use of such a structure enables a user to rapidly position the slider 16 to locate a 
desired position within the structured text file. 

Fig. 5 is yet another example of a vertical scrollbar 5 having location information. In the embodiment of Fig. 5 the 

30 slider 6 is shown to have a triangular form and the location arrows 7 and 8 are not used. In this embodiment the location 
information takes the form of textual information 18 and 19. By example, the location information is comprised of word 
processing or desktop publishing application-generated chapter headings 18 that correspond to predetermined loca- 
tions within an associated text file (the presentation space for the application). The vertical spacing between adjacent 
chapter headings is indicative of a relative size of the associated chapter. As can be seen, chapter 5 contains consid- 

35 erably more textual information than does chapter 1 or chapter 3. Further in accordance with the invention the location 
information also includes a user provided "bookmark" 1 9 that the user has inserted within chapter 2 to mark his position. 
The user is thus enabled to position the slider 6 to the bookmark 1 9 to rapidly locate a desired location within chapter 
2 of a document being processed. Also, the user is enabled to rapidly locate, by example, the beginning of chapter 5 
or some other position within chapter 5. This is accomplished without requiring specific information as to the contents 

40 of chapter 5 and furthermore does not require that the user scroll either from the beginning or from the end of the 
document until chapter 5 is located. 

It should be noted that the location information may take the form of a number representing the chapter number, 
a special symbol, or simple a line. Furthermore, the specific form of the location information may be user selectable 
or application selectable. The form of the location information may also depend on dynamic factors, such as the relative 

45 vertical coverage of the window over the presentation space, the physical vertical size of the window, and the number 
of chapters. 

In addition to the foregoing examples of location information a specific color and/or font may be used to differentiate 
chapter start location information from other types of location information. In another case, where there may be many 
chapters with limited physical vertical space, and the current vertical size of the window is relatively small as compared 
50 to the vertical size of the presentation space, location information that indicates chapter start locations may simply be 
expressed as a horizontal line, possibly using a specific color. A special symbol could also be used. 

Documentation section, sub-section, and page boundary location information may be used the same way, with 
different symbols, colors and fonts being used to differentiate between different levels of document division. Different 
symbols, colors and fonts may also be used as location information to represent other portions of a document, such 
55 as the preface, forward, appendix, glossary, bibliography and index. 

As a further example a specific color or symbol is inserted by the application into the scrollbar 5 to indicate those 
portions of the document that have been most recently or last modified. 

Search command results may also be indicated by scrollbar location information. That is, a command to find all 
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occurrences of a specific character string results in location information being written to the vertical scrollbar, the location 
information indicating each occurrence of the search string within the document. As a result, the user is enabled to 
selectively choose which occurrences to view within the window. 

If the application provides for annotation of the document, location information can indicate the position of such 
5 annotation. The annotation could be text or gestures written by a reviewer or be in the form of digitized voice comments 
associated with that portion of the document. Special symbols or audio prompts within the scrollbar indicate the location 
of voice annotation. 

What follows now are several examples of other embodiments of the invention. As should be apparent, scrollbar 
location information may be structured and selected to represent a large variety of information found within a presen- 
ce tation space. 

In a spread sheet application the spread sheet typically contains many columns of information, making the spread 
sheet much wider (horizontally) than the current window size. By example, there may be a column heading for each 
week of every month for several years. As a result, there may be hundreds of columns, with only a few being displayed 
in the window at one time. 

15 The location information may be employed to indicate where year and month boundaries occur. Characters, color, 

fonts and special symbols can be used for this purpose. By example, the color red may be used to indicate a column 
having a value out of a predetermined range, such as a negative balance. 

Both vertical and horizontal scrolling are typically both used at the same time on large spread sheets. The bookmark 
technique described above is useful where both vertical and horizontal scrolling are used in that a bookmark might 

20 place the same location information symbol in both the horizontal and vertical scrollbars. Selecting either location 
information symbol thus causes both horizontal and vertical scrolling to occur. 

A further example is a file system application, such as the OS/2 Presentation Manager file system (Presentation 
Manager is a trademark of the International Business Machines Corporation). This is a specific example of a general, 
sorted list application wherein a lengthy vertical list of sorted names is displayed. The list might represent directory or 

25 file name entries. In accordance with the invention a scrollbar is presented having location information for indicating 
where significant entries appear, for example, the first entry that starts with the letter P. This case is similar to the case 
of chapters in the word processing example described above. Depending on the relationship between the number of 
entries in the list, the physical size of the window, how much of the presentation space is covered by the window and 
the distribution of entries in the collating sequence, different techniques are used to place appropriate location infor- 

30 mation within the scrollbar. 

In the case of a directory tree display, a symbol representing the shape of the tree may be portrayed as location 
information within the scrollbar. 

A further example of the utility of the invention is a graphics processing program that provides a window into the 
presentation space. If the application provides a zoom function the zoom window may cover, depending upon the 

35 selected magnification, only a relatively very small portion of the entire presentation space. The location information 
bookmark technique described above may be used to locate selected portions of the graphics presentation space. As 
above, these "bookmarks" may include voice annotation. 

If the presentation space employs the use of color in a special way, such as the color red indicating abnormally 
high temperature on a thermal sensitive image, the graphics application may place color coded location information 

40 within the scrollbars to indicate to the user those areas of the presentation space image that are determined to be 
above some temperature threshold. 

A method outlining an implementation of scrollbars with location information is shown in Fig. 7 and is presented 
in a message passing paradigm similar to that found in the Presentation Manager in OS/2. In that model, scrollbars 
are used to aid in displaying a given drawing or presentation space through a window aptly termed a viewing window. 

45 The scrollbars may be created along with the window and are used to aid in determining where to position the viewing 
window on the presentation space. The application specifies to the Presentation Manager a range of values for each 
scrollbar, the range of values being a linear representation for all vertical or horizontal positions on the presentation 
space that the window may be positioned. The range of values thereby correspond to all locations within the scrollbar 
wherein the scrollbar slider may be positioned. 

50 User actions on the scrollbars are passed by the Presentation Manager to the application as messages which the 

application must manage. Two types of user actions commonly occur. 

A first action involves the user indicating a unit change in current slider position, as in scrolling a single line or 
page up or down. 

A second action involves the user indicating some arbitrary slider position. 
55 These actions are materialized as application messages in Presentation Manager. These messages describe the 

type of user action and indicate the new slider position. The application responds to these messages generally by 
repositioning the viewing window over the presentation space accordingly 

Referring to Fig. 7 it is assumed that the application has available a predefined set of markers that describe display 
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features of the presentation space. The implementation of scrollbars with location information is described through the 
management of the following activities: creation of the scrollbar (Block A), painting the scrollbar image (Block B), po- 
sitioning the scrollbar slider within the scrollbar (Block C), interception of scrollbar related messages (Block F) and 
repositioning the viewing window over the presentation space (Block D). 

s As a result of the occurrence of Block A there results three application messages, namely to paint the image of 

the scrollbar (1), to position the slider appropriately over the scrollbar image (2), and to position the viewing window 
over the presentation space according to the position indicated by the scrollbar slider (3). 

In accordance with the invention, after the scrollbar image is painted the various markers expressive of location 
information are drawn at the appropriate positions in the scrollbar presentation space as dictated by an application- 

10 defined mapping of a designated dimension of the presentation space to the scrollbar's presentation space. 

When the user subsequently acts on the scrollbar (Block E), the Presentation Manger sends appropriate messages 
to the application reflecting these actions along with an indication of the new slider position. These messages are 
captured and interpreted into further actions (Block F). One message causes the scrollbar slider to be positioned 
appropriately over the scrollbar image (Block C). Another message causes the viewing window to be accordingly re- 

15 positioned over the presentation space in accordance with the indicated location information. (Block D). 

Referring to Fig. 8 there is shown in greater detail an exemplary organization of memory 24 and the interaction of 
the various elements stored therein. The memory 24 stores four main elements, namely: user application software 
(BLOCK A) that invokes and takes advantage of the invention, scrollbar management software (BLOCK B) that imple- 
ments the teaching of the invention, presentation space data (BLOCK C) used to draw the primary display, and scrollbar 

20 location data (BLOCK D) used to draw the scrollbar and correlate position to the primary display. Communication paths 
between these various blocks are indicated by the arrows numbered one through five. 

In accordance with an example of the utilization of the invention a generic spreadsheet application (corresponding 
to BLOCK A of Fig. 8) is next described. In this example, the spreadsheet has columns labeled 1 -N while a main display 
area is only capable of displaying a few of the columns at any given time. 

25 One implementation represents the columns depicted within a horizontal scrollbar proportionately to the columns 

of the presentation space. More specifically, given that the presentation space is composed of horizontal and vertical 
space in uniform units, each column's width may be denoted by a term width_ps(i) where (i) is (1 ,...,N). The total width 
of the presentation space is therefore given by t_ps, where 

30 

N 

t_ps = E width_ps ( i ) . 
i = 1 

35 

Let t_sb be the total width of the scrollbar presentation space in some uniform unit in that space. 

From this information the location of the column markers I through N on the scrollbar are derived. Using strict 
proportionality, the width of a section of the scrollbar presentation space representing the respective column is given 
by width_sb, where 

40 

width_sb(column) = (t_sb x width_ps(column))/t_ps 



50 



and would begin at 

45 

column-l 

col_s tart_sb ( column ) = Z width_sb ( i ) . 

i = 1 

Thus, the location information marker on the scrollbar for column j, which is some representation for that column, 
is positioned midway between: 

55 

col_start_sb (column) 

and 
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col_start_sb (column) + width_sb (column). 

There is next considered tlie positioning of the window over the main presentation space given a slider position 
5 on the scrollbar. First, an assumption is made that a slider position, p_sb, identifies the position of the left end of the 
slider in the scrollbar presentation space. In that this example employs a strict proportionality model, the left end of the 
window is thus positioned at p_ps, where 

^0 P_ps = (t_ps X p_sb)/t_ps. 

Although the invention has been described above in the context of a specific Presentation Manager it should be 
realized that the teaching of the invention has wider scope and is applicable to a number of different types of display 
systems and display managers. Furthermore, the exemplary applications and location information indicia disclosed 
is above are not intended to limit the practice of the invention to only these examples. 

Claims 

20 1. In a data processing system (20) having display means, a method for indicating to a user a location or locations 
of information within a presentation space comprising the steps of: 

providing on a display means (26) a view window (2) for providing a view into a first position of the presentation 
space; 

25 

displaying on the display means at least one scrollbar (5, 9) having a moveable indicator for indicating a 
position of the view window within the presentation space; and 

displaying within the scrollbar at least one indicia for indicating a relative location of a feature of interest within 
30 the presentation space. 

2. Method as set forth in claim 1 wherein the indicia is selected from the group consisting essentially of alphanumeric 
characters, symbols, colors, graphical images, audio information and combinations thereof. 

35 3. Method as set forth in claim 1 or 2 and, in response to a user positioning the moveable indicator to a position 
associated with the at least one indicia, including a step of re-positioning the view window to provide a view of a 
second position of the presentation space, the second position including the feature of interest. 

4. Method as set forth in anyone of claims 1 to 3 wherein the step of displaying at least one indicia is initiated by an 
40 application program running on the data processihg system or by a user of the system. 

5. Apparatus for use in a data processing system (20) having display means, comprising: 

means (22) for providing on a display means (26) a view window (2) for providing a view into a first region of 
45 a presentation space; 

means (24a, 24b) for displaying on the display means at least one scrollbar (5, 9) having a moveable indicator 
for indicating a position of the view window within the presentation space; 

50 means (6) for displaying within the scrollbar at least one indicia for indicating a relative location of a feature 

of interest within the presentation space; and 

means (22), response to a user positioning the moveable indicator to a position associated with the at least 
one indicia, for re-positioning the view window to provide a view of a second region of the presentation space, 
55 the second region including the feature of interest. 

6. Apparatus as set forth in claim 5 wherein the indicia is selected from the group consisting essentially of alphanu- 
meric characters, symbols, colors, graphical images, audio information and combinations thereof. 



7 



EP 0 459 174 B1 



7. Apparatus as set forth in claim 5 or 6 winerein tine means for displaying at least one indicia is responsive to an 
application program running on the data processing system, or to input from a user of the data processing system. 

8. Apparatus as set forth in claim 5, 6 or 7 wherein the data processing system further includes user activated pointing 
s means and wherein the re-positioning means is response to the user activating the pointing means to position the 

moveable indicator for re-positioning the view window to provide a view of the second region of the presentation 
space. 

9. Apparatus as set forth in anyone of claims 5 to 8 wherein the moveable indicator within the at least one scrollbar 
10 indicates movement along a horizontal dimension of the presentation space, and/or along a vertical dimension of 

the presentation space. 



Patentanspriiche 

15 

1. In einem Datenverarbeitungssystem (20) mit Bildschirm ein Verfahren bereitzustellen, um einem Benutzer einen 
Standort oder Standorte mit Informationen in einem Prasentationsraum anzuzeigen, das die Schritte enthalt, um 

in einem Bildschirm (26) ein Sichtfenster (2) vorzusehen, das eine Ansicht einer ersten Position des Prasen- 
20 tationsraums bereitstellt; 

auf dem Bildschirm wenigstens einen Rollbalken (5, 9) anzuzeigen, der einen beweglichen Anzeiger enthalt, 
um eine Position des Sichtfensters in dem Prasentationsraum anzuzeigen; und 

25 in dem Rollbalken wenigstens einen Hinweis anzuzeigen, um einen relativen Standort eines Merkmals anzu- 

geben, das in dem Prasentationsraum von Interesse ist. 

2. Das Verfahren wie in Anspruch 1 ausgefuhrt, wobei die Hinweise aus der Gruppe ausgewahit werden, die im 
wesentlichen aus alphanumerischen Zeichen, Symbolen, Farben, graphischen Bildern, Ton information und in 

30 Kombinationen aus diesen Elementen besteht. 

3. Das Verfahren wie in Anspruch 1 oder 2 ausgefuhrt und das, als Reaktion auf eine vom Benutzer ausgefuhrte 
Positionierung des beweglichen Anzeigers in eine Position, die zu wenigstens einem Hinweis gehort, einen Schritt 
enthalt, um das Sichtfenster neu zu positionieren und eine Ansicht von einer zweiten Position des Prasentations- 

35 raums bereitzustellen, wobei die zweite Position das Merkmal enthalt, das von Interesse ist. 

4. Das Verfahren wie in irgendeinem der Anspruche 1 bis 3 ausgefuhrt, wobei der Schritt, um wenigstens einen 
Hinweis anzuzeigen, durch ein Anwendungsprogramm aufgerufen wird, das in dem Datenverarbeitungssystem 
lauft Oder durch einen Benutzer des Systems. 

40 

5. Gerat zur Benutzung in einem Datenverarbeitungssystem (20) mit Bildschirm, das 

Mittel (22) enthalt, um auf einem Bildschirm (26) ein Sichtfenster (2) vorzusehen, um eine Ansicht eines ersten 
Bereichs von einem Prasentationsraum bereitzustellen; 

45 

Mittel (24a, 24b), um auf dem Bildschirm wenigstens einen Rollbalken (5, 9) anzuzeigen, der einen bewegli- 
chen Anzeiger enthalt, um eine Position des Sichtfensters in dem Prasentationsraum anzuzeigen; 

Mittel (6), um in dem Rollbalken wenigstens einen Hinweis anzuzeigen, um einen relativen Standort eines 
50 Merkmals anzugeben, das in dem Prasentationsraum von Interesse ist; und 

Mittel (22), um als Reaktion auf eine vom Benutzer ausgefuhrte Positionierung des beweglichen Anzeigers in 
eine Position, die zu wenigstens einem Hinweis gehort, das Sichtfenster neu zu positionieren und eine Ansicht 
von einem zweiten Bereich des Prasentationsraums bereitzustellen, wobei der zweite Bereich das Merkmal 
55 enthalt, das von Interesse ist. 

6. Das Gerat wie in Anspruch 5 ausgefuhrt, wobei die Hinweise aus der Gruppe ausgewahit werden, die im wesent- 
lichen aus alphanumerischen Zeichen, Symbolen, Farben, graphischen Bildern, Ton information und in Kombina- 



8 



EP 0 459 174 B1 



tionen aus diesen Elementen besteht. 

7. Das Gerat wie in Anspruch 5 oder 6 ausgefuhrt, wobei die Mittel, um wenigstens einen Hinweis anzuzeigen, auf 
ein Anwendungsprogramm reagieren, das in dem Datenverarbeitungssystem lauft oder auf die Eingabe von einem 

5 Benutzer des Datenverarbeitungssystems. 

8. Das Gerat wie in Anspruch 5, 6 oder 7 ausgefulnrt, wobei das Datenverarbeitungssystem au3erdem Zeigennittel 
enthalt, die vom Benutzer aktiviert werden und wobei die Mittel zur Neupositionierung auf die vom Benutzer akti- 
vierten Zeigennittel reagieren, um den beweglichen Anzeiger zur Neupositionierung des Sichtfensters zu positio- 

10 nieren und eine Ansicht des zweiten Bereich des Prasentationsraums bereitzustellen. 

9. Das Gerat wie in irgendeinem der Anspruclne 5 bis 8 ausgefuhrt, wobei der bewegliche Anzeiger in wenigstens 
einem Rollbalken die Bewegung entlang einer horizontalen Dimension des Prasentationsraums und/oder entlang 
einer vertikalen Dimension des Prasentationsraums anzeigt. 

15 

Revendications 

1. Dans un systeme de traitement de donnees (20) ayant un moyen d'affichage, un procede pour indiquer a un 
20 utilisateur un emplacement ou des emplacements d'information dans un espace de presentation, comprenant les 

etapes consistant a : 

fournir sur un moyen d'affichage (26) une fenetre d'observation (2) destinee a offrir une vue en une premiere 
position de I'espace de presentation; 

25 

afficher sur le moyen d'affichage au moins une barre de defilement (5, 9) ayant un indicateur deplagable, pour 
indiquer la position de la fenetre d'observation dans I'espace de presentation; et 

afficher, dans la barre de defilement, au moins un indice permettant d'indiquer un emplacement relatif d'une 
30 caracteristique interessante, dans I'espace de presentation. 

2. Procede selon la revendication 1, dans lequel I'indice est selectionne dans le groupe constitue essentiellement 
de caracteres alphanumeriques, symboles, couleurs, images graphiques, information audio et leurs combinaisons. 

35 3. Procede selon la revendication 1 ou 2 et, en reponse au positionnement par I'utilisateur de I'indicateur deplagable 
en une position associee au au moins un indice, comprenant une etape de repositionnement de la fenetre d'ob- 
servation afin d'offrir une vue d'une deuxieme position de I'espace de presentation, la deuxieme position compre- 
nant des caracteristiques interessantes. 

40 4. Procede selon I'une quelconque des revendications 1 a 3, dans lequel I'etape d'affichage d'au moins un indice est 
initie par un programme d'application fonctionnant sur le systeme de traitement de donnees ou du fait de I'utilisateur 
du systeme. 

5. Appareil destine a etre utilise dans un systeme de traitement de donnees (20), ayant des moyens d'affichage, 
45 comprenant : 

un moyen (22), pour offrir sur un moyen d'affichage (24) une fenetre d'observation (2) destinee a offrir une 
vue dans une premiere zone d'un espace de presentation; 

50 un moyen (24a, 24b) pour afficher sur le moyen d'affichage au moins une barre de defilement (5, 9) ayant un 

indicateur deplagable, pour indiquer la position de la fenetre d'observation dans I'espace de presentation; 

un moyen (6) pour afficher a I'interieur de la barre de defilement au moins un indice destine a indiquer un 
emplacement relatif d'une caracteristique interessante dans I'espace de presentation; et 



55 



un moyen (22), reagissant au positionnement par I'utilisateur de I'indicateur deplagable en une position asso- 
ciee au au moins un indice, pour repositionner la fenetre d'observation afin d'offrir une vue d'une deuxieme 
zone de I'espace de presentation, la deuxieme zone comprenant une caracteristique interessante. 
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Appareil selon la revendication 5, dans lequel I'indice est selectionne dans le groupe essentiellement de caracteres 
alphanumeriques, symboles, couleurs, images graphiques, information audio et leurs combinaisons. 

Appareil selon la revendication 5 ou 6, dans lequel le moyen d'affichage d'au moins un indice reagit a un programme 
d'application fonctionnant sur le systeme de traitement de donnees, ou a I'entree par un utilisateur du systeme de 
traitement de donnees. 

Appareil selon la revendication 5, 6 ou 7, dans lequel le systeme de traitement de donnees comprend en outre un 
moyen de pointage active par I'utilisateur et dans lequel le moyen de repositionnement reagit a I'activation par 
rutilisateur du moyen de pointage pour positionner I'indicateur deplagable afin de repositionner lafenetre d'obser- 
vation pour offrir une vue de la deuxieme zone de I'espace de presentation. 

Appareil selon I'une quelconque des revendications 5 a 8, dans lequel I'indicateur deplagable dans la au moins 
une barre de defilement indique un deplacement sur une dimension horizontale de I'espace de presentation et/ou 
sur une dimension verticale de I'espace de presentation. 
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